[Fatal hepatitis in a young child: probable role of halothane].
A 3-year-old boy, who underwent multiple anaesthetics including halothane in a short period of time, developed 3 days after the last operation abdominal pain, jaundice and fever. Laboratory tests showed hepatic failure, with cytolysis, cholestasis and eosinophilia. Tests for hepatitis A, B, C, CMV and EBV were negative. No other causes of postoperative jaundice were identified. Despite symptomatic treatment, the child died 5 days after the last anaesthetic. Post mortem liver biopsy showed massive hepatic necrosis. The authors discuss factors increasing the risk for halothane-hepatitis, especially multiple exposures.